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CARING FOR OUR COMMON HOME(s)
(With help from Pope Francis, Saint Francis of Assisi, and Father Arcoleo)
Pope Francis’ latest Encyclical, Laudato Si’/On Care for Our
Common Home, especially after his recent Apostolic Visit to
Cuba and the United States of America, has received a great
deal of attention. Yours truly even sent the following “tweet”
into Cyberspace from his “@VeniDomum” account: “The
effect of Pope Francis in America must be seen in the way
Americans “care for our common home”.
That insight inspired me last Sunday, to challenge thirty-six
young people preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation, to
form a “Sanitation Club” when they returned to Freeport High School on Monday. Just as Americans cannot wait
until the Pope visits us again to care for our common home, High School students shouldn’t wait for someone
else to clean up the common home around Freeport High School. “The natural environment” writes Pope
Francis in his Encyclical, “is a collective good, the patrimony of all humanity and the responsibility of everyone”.
(Laudato Si’, #95). (Copies of Laudato Si’ are available at the Our Holy Redeemer Rectory.)
As true as that is about the common home surrounding a public school in Freeport, it is also true of the common
home surrounding a Catholic Church in Freeport: Our Holy Redeemer. Please, “if you see something, DO
something”: both outside and (as Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us with his words below) inside our absolutely
beautiful church which all too often is treated all too common. (Please call the Rectory if you would like to join
the OHR Altar Guild.)
“Let us all consider, O clerics, the great sin and ignorance of which some are guilty regarding the most holy Body
and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ and His most holy Name and the written words of consecration. For we know
that the Body cannot exist until after these words of consecration. For we have nothing and we see nothing of
the Most High Himself in this world except [His] Body and Blood, names and words by which we have been
created and redeemed from death to life.
But let all those who administer such most holy mysteries, especially those who do so indifferently, consider
among themselves how poor the chalices, corporals, and linens may be where the Body and Blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ is sacrificed. And by many It is left in wretched places and carried by the way disrespectfully, received
unworthily and administered to others indiscriminately. Again His Names and written words are sometimes
trampled underfoot, for the sensual man perceiveth not these things that are of God. Shall we not by all these
things be moved with a sense of duty when the good Lord Himself places Himself in our hands and we handle Him
and receive Him daily? Are we unmindful that we must needs fall into His hands?
Let us then at once and resolutely correct these faults and others; and wheresoever the most holy Body of our
Lord Jesus Christ may be improperly reserved and abandoned, let It be removed thence and let It be put and
enclosed in a precious place in like manner wheresoever the Names and written words of the Lord may be found
in unclean places they ought to be collected and put away in a decent place. And we know that we are bound
above all to observe all these things by the commandments of the Lord and the constitutions of holy Mother
Church. And let him who does not act thus know that he shall have to render an account therefor before our Lord
Jesus Christ on the day of judgment. And let him who may cause copies of this writing to be made, to the end
that it may be the better observed, know that he is blessed by the Lord.” Adapted from: The Writings of Saint Francis of
Assisi, 1906.

