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HOPE FOR US ALL ON GROVER’S DOCK
Lights. Camera. Action. That’s been the call on Wednesday nights
this Summer at 175 Woodcleft Avenue during Our Holy Redeemer’s
III Summer Concert Series. This past Wednesday’s offering welcomed
home Emily Rachael-Sciaretta and her canine companion Carmel (and
yes, Emily’s husband Frank was there with his canine companion
Drew as well), David Tendal from the Cerebral Palsy Association of
Nassau County, and a group of gifted-residents and Staff from Hope
House Ministries in Port Jefferson Station. Everyone in attendance,
the performers as well, left Grover’s Dock that night just a little (if not
a lot) more hopeful!
The stories of Emily and Frank (married at Our Holy Redeemer 20 October 2013) and David Tendal are perhaps
known to you because of their second appearance in our Summer Concert Series. Hope House Ministries on
the other hand, may not be as well known, and since it is a story worth telling, I thought that I would introduce
you to it with help from its Executive Director and Founder, Father Frank Pizarelli who writes:

“Over the years it has become more difficult to keep count of homeless youth and young adults. There isn’t
enough manpower to accurately count the number of people who are doubling and tripling up in inadequate
housing situations, nor the amount of people who at any time are about to be evicted from their homes. Not
to mention those who are considered unsheltered, are in transitional housing programs or are living in
shelters like Pax Christi. Due to the exponential rise in homelessness as well as the drug and alcohol
epidemic our young ones are facing, we are filled to capacity with an extensive waiting list.
These youth present a tremendous and complex challenge and a great responsibility FOR ALL LONG
ISLANDERS! Fortunately, there is Hope House Ministries which provides a loving and compassionate
environment for thousands of teenagers, who have gone on to lead productive lives.
For 35 years, this bi-county, not-for-profit, community-based ministry has dedicated itself to providing
comprehensive and competent residential and counseling assistance to thousands of adolescents, individuals
and families in crisis. In addition, hundreds of schools throughout the state have benefited from a Wellness
Seminar which educates students, teachers, school administrators and parents in understanding peer
pressure, drug and alcohol abuse and teenage suicide.
Hope House Ministries is effective because unlike state and county facilities, which only offer a band-aid
approach to these challenges, Hope House Ministries offers a holistic approach. Together, the staff and
volunteers have created an empowering sense of family and community that are the change agents, helping
young people grow in self-discipline, critical thinking, problem solving skills and personal responsibility.
We have accomplished these tasks with minimal financial assistance from federal, state or county agencies,
saving the taxpayer thousands of dollars each year. We depend on the generosity of private contributions,
fundraising events and corporate donations.
Hope House Ministries celebrates your giftedness and willingness to give others who struggle, a second
chance to live again. It is a tapestry of life, compassion and brotherhood, rooted in a heart that speaks of
justice and peace for all.”
Rejoice in Hope with us this Wednesday night at 7:00 P.M. when we welcome home to Grover’s Dock,
Freeport High School Alumni.

