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Week Twenty-Two Selection

Bishop Venerable Fulton J. Sheen

On “The Rise of the Anti-religious Spirit ”
It is a characteristic of any decaying civilization that the great masses
of the people are unconscious of the tragedy. Humanity in a crisis is
generally insensitive to the gravity of the times in which it lives. Men do
not want to believe their own times are wicked, partly because it
involves too much self-accusation and principally because they have not
standards outside of themselves by which to measure their times... Only
those who live by faith really know what is happening in the world; the
great masses without faith are unconscious of the destructive processes
going on, because they have lost the vision of the heights from which
they have fallen. The tragedy is not that the hairs of our civilization are
gray; it is rather that we fail to see that they are…Nothing is more
calculated to deceive men in regard to the nature of life than a
civilization whose cement of social cohesion consists of the means of
production and consumption…

Documentary of The Week:
A TIME TO REVIVE

Our world is deeply troubled:
wars, terrorism,
political
and
social unrest,
family breakdown, mass migrations, moral
confusion, and chaos. In the
Church: faith has diminished,
doctrines are denied, moral
teachings ignored… Featuring
commentary
by
Cardinal
Raymond Burke and Bishop
Mark Davies, and appealing to
proven methods from the
Church’s history, It focuses on five
key areas to drive this renewal:
Catechesis, Liturgy, the Gospel of
Life, Sanctity, and Mission.

Secondly, the modern world is witnessing the liquidation of the idea
of the natural goodness of man, who has no need of God to give him
rights, no need of a Redeemer to salvage him from guilt, because
progress is automatic and inevitable, thanks to education and science…
Having lost the purpose of life which religion supplied, modern man
became increasingly frustrated as his disappointed hedonism turned to
pessimism. Thus man, who isolated himself from the religious
community, now by reaction finds himself absorbed by the political
community as despair becomes the dominant note of contemporary
philosophy and literature.
The third idea being liquidated today is rationalism understood in
the sense that the supreme purpose of life is not the discovery of the
meaning and the goal of life, but solely to devise new technical advances
to make this world a city of man to displace the City of God...

